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Relief device or valve means a valve 
used only to release an unplanned, non-
routine discharge. A relief valve dis-
charge can result from an operator 
error, a malfunction such as a power 
failure or equipment failure, or other 
unexpected cause that requires imme-
diate venting of gas from process 
equipment in order to avoid safety haz-
ards or equipment damage. 

Repaired, for the purposes of this sub-
part means the following: 

(1) Equipment is adjusted, or other-
wise altered, to eliminate a leak as de-
fined in the applicable sections of this 
subpart, and 

(2) Equipment, unless otherwise spec-
ified in applicable provisions of this 
subpart, is monitored as specified in 
§ 63.1004(b) and, as applicable in 
§§ 63.1004(c) and 63.1015 of this part as 
appropriate, to verify that emissions 
from the equipment are below the ap-
plicable leak definition. 

Routed to a process or route to a process 
means the emissions are conveyed to 
any enclosed portion of a process unit 
where the emissions are predominantly 
recycled and/or consumed in the same 
manner as a material that fulfills the 
same function in the process and/or 
transformed by chemical reaction into 
materials that are not regulated mate-
rials and/or incorporated into a prod-
uct; and /or recovered. 

Sampling connection system means an 
assembly of equipment within a proc-
ess unit or affected facility used during 
periods of representative operation to 
take samples of the process fluid. 
Equipment used to take nonroutine 
grab samples is not considered a sam-
pling connection system. 

Screwed (threaded) connector means a 
threaded pipe fitting where the threads 
are cut on the pipe wall and the fitting 
requires only two pieces to make the 
connection (i.e., the pipe and the fit-
ting). 

Sensor means a device that measures 
a physical quantity or the change in a 
physical quantity, such as tempera-
ture, pressure, flow rate, pH, or liquid 
level. 

Set pressure means the pressure at 
which a properly operating pressure re-
lief device begins to open to relieve 
atypical process system operating pres-
sure. 

Start-up means the setting into oper-
ation of a piece of equipment or a con-
trol device that is subject to this sub-
part. 

[64 FR 34886, June 29, 1999, as amended at 64 
FR 63705, Nov. 22, 1999] 

§ 63.1002 Compliance assessment. 

(a) General procedures for compliance 
assessment. Compliance with this sub-
part will be determined by review of 
the records required by § 63.1017 and the 
reports required by § 63.1018, by review 
of performance test results, and by in-
spections. 

(b) Alternative means of emission limita-
tion. The provisions of paragraph (b) of 
this section do not apply to the per-
formance standards of § 63.1006(e)(4) for 
valves designated as having no detect-
able emissions, § 63.1011(b) for pressure 
relief devices, or § 63.1012(f) for com-
pressors operating under the alter-
native compressor standard. 

(1) An owner or operator may request 
a determination of alternative means 
of emission limitation to the require-
ments of §§ 63.1005 through 63.1015 as 
provided in paragraphs (b)(2) through 
(b)(6) of this section. If the Adminis-
trator makes a determination that an 
alternative means of emission limita-
tion is a permissible alternative, the 
owner or operator shall comply with 
the alternative. 

(2) Permission to use an alternative 
means of emission limitation shall be 
governed by the following procedures 
in paragraphs (b)(3) through (b)(6) of 
this section. 

(3) Where the standard is an equip-
ment, design, or operational require-
ment the criteria specified in para-
graphs (b)(3)(i) and (b)(3)(ii) shall be 
met. 

(i) Each owner or operator applying 
for permission to use an alternative 
means of emission limitation shall be 
responsible for collecting and verifying 
emission performance test data for an 
alternative means of emission limita-
tion. 

(ii) The Administrator will compare 
test data for the means of emission 
limitation to test data for the equip-
ment, design, and operational require-
ments. 
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(4) Where the standard is a work 
practice the criteria specified in para-
graphs (b)(4)(i) through (b)(4)(iv) shall 
be met. 

(i) Each owner or operator applying 
for permission shall be responsible for 
collecting and verifying test data for 
an alternative means of emission limi-
tation. 

(ii) For each kind of equipment for 
which permission is requested, the 
emission reduction achieved by the al-
ternative means of emission limitation 
shall be demonstrated. 

(iii) The Administrator will compare 
the demonstrated emission reduction 
for the alternative means of emission 
limitation to the demonstrated emis-
sion reduction for the required work 
practices. 

(iv) The Administrator may condi-
tion the permission on requirements 
that may be necessary to ensure oper-
ation and maintenance to achieve the 
same or greater emission reduction as 
the required work practices of this sub-
part. 

(5) An owner or operator may offer a 
unique approach to demonstrate the al-
ternative means of emission limita-
tion. 

(6) If, in the judgement of the Admin-
istrator, an alternative means of emis-
sion limitation will be approved, the 
Administrator will publish a notice of 
the determination in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. 

(7)(i) Manufacturers of equipment 
used to control equipment leaks of a 
regulated material may apply to the 
Administrator for permission for an al-
ternative means of emission limitation 
that achieves a reduction in emissions 
of the regulated material achieved by 
the equipment, design, and operational 
requirements of this subpart. 

(ii) The Administrator will grant per-
mission according to the provisions of 
paragraphs (b)(3), (b)(4), (b)(5) and (b)(6) 
of this section. 

[64 FR 34886, June 29, 1999, as amended at 64 
FR 63705, Nov. 22, 1999] 

§ 63.1003 Equipment identification. 
(a) General equipment identification. 

Equipment subject to this subpart 
shall be identified. Identification of the 
equipment does not require physical 
tagging of the equipment. For example, 

the equipment may be identified on a 
plant site plan, in log entries, by des-
ignation of process unit or affected fa-
cility boundaries by some form of 
weatherproof identification, or by 
other appropriate methods. 

(b) Additional equipment identification. 
In addition to the general identifica-
tion required by paragraph (a) of this 
section, equipment subject to any of 
the provisions in §§ 63.1006 to 63.1015 
shall be specifically identified as re-
quired in paragraphs (b)(1) through 
(b)(5) of this section, as applicable. 

(1) Connectors. Except for inacces-
sible, ceramic, or ceramic-lined con-
nectors meeting the provisions of 
§ 63.1008(d)(2) and instrumentation sys-
tems identified pursuant to paragraph 
(b)(4) of this section, identify the con-
nectors subject to the requirements of 
this subpart. Connectors need not be 
individually identified if all connectors 
in a designated area or length of pipe 
subject to the provisions of this sub-
part are identified as a group, and the 
number of connectors subject is indi-
cated. 

(2) Routed to a process or fuel gas sys-
tem or equipped with a closed vent system 
and control device. Identify the equip-
ment that the owner or operator elects 
to route to a process or fuel gas system 
or equip with a closed vent system and 
control device, under the provisions of 
§ 63.1007(e)(3) (pumps in light liquid 
service), § 63.1009(e)(3) (agitators in gas 
and vapor service and in light liquid 
service), § 63.1011(d) (pressure relief de-
vices in gas and vapor service), 
§ 63.1012(e) (compressors), or § 63.1016 
(alternative means of emission limita-
tion for enclosed vented process units) 
of this subpart. 

(3) Pressure relief devices. Identify the 
pressure relief devices equipped with 
rupture disks, under the provisions of 
§ 63.1011(e) of this subpart. 

(4) Instrumentation systems. Identify 
instrumentation systems subject to the 
provisions of § 63.1010 of this subpart. 
Individual components in an instru-
mentation system need not be identi-
fied. 

(5) Equipment in service less than 300 
hours per calendar year. The identity, 
either by list, location (area or group), 
or other method, of equipment in regu-
lated material service less than 300 
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